Venereal Disease Demonstration Team of the World llealtlt Organization; Simla Branch of the Indian Medical Association, Simla, India, 29tli June, 1949 As an introduction to the discussion of the venereal disease activities of WHO, it may be relevant to review briefly the aims, activities and accomplishments of the organization. The aims of the organization may be best summarized by a quotation from the constitution as ' (Calderone, 1948 (Arnold et al., 1949; Boger and Flippin, 1949) . The first studies on treatment of early syphilis with a single injection of 300,000 units of this preparation indicate a satisfactory clinical response. The public health implications of this development are highly significant. In considering mass therapy of syphilis two objectives are desirable : (a) the first is to find and to treat in any group the largest number possible of open, contagious syphilis so as to reduce the infectious reservoir and (b) the second objective is to treat syphilis in the early stage so as to prevent the development of the latter and crippling complications. Thus it is evident that with a therapy which is inexpensive, easily administered, and which requires no hospitalizations, it is possible to think in terms of ambulatory mass treatment at a low cost.
The rate of success in treatment can be reliably predicted on the basis of the timedosage schedule of penicillin used. When a physician in private practice treats a patient he is interested in using the best treatment regardless of the cost so as to assure a favourable outcome for the individual. However, the worker THE INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE [Jan., 1950 in the field of public health thinks in terms of giving the maximum of benefit to the largest number of people possible at the minimum of cost. (Cole et al., 1949; Aron et al., 1947; Goodwin and Moore, 1946 
